
07122019 Middlebury Town 

This is an ambitious plan and probably needs a 5 to 15 year development and implementation window 

but it is important for the growth of the county and the health of downtown Middlebury.    

 

 

Downtown:  Goal is high density mixed use with commercial, retail and residential 

     Frog Hollow Lot: Bottom two levels parking, bike and car, access Frog Hollow, College or Weybridge 

                                    Middle levels office, retail including restaurants water side 

                                    Upper levels mixed income housing from 300sqft to 1600sqft, rental and condos 

                                    Roof is green plus solar panels, either public or private space.  

      Funding:  PPP using everything from HUD to Economic Development funds, grants and private 

                                    money. 

      Lot placing: Need to put the building on piers in order to put it as close to the water as possible 

without disturbing the water shed.  It is a beautiful area and the building needs to take advantage of its 

water access for views, for all business and residential it will contain.  Building will start at grade of Frog 

Hollow.  Walk in access from College St.   

 

      Library Lot:  If you are going to build behind the Library go from the bridge right down to the water.    

                            Previous design attempts were way too conservative and had outdoor parking. 

                            Bottom level cuts back almost to the library with at least one floor of parking. Entrance 

                            and exit on Cross street as well as Bakery Lane.  Bottom level is on piers to put building  

                             as close to the river as possible. 

                            Second Level mixed use with offices and restaurants all along the river.   

                            Next level or possibly next two levels could be hotel and or residential, possibly mixed.   

                            The building height should mimic that of the Ilsley Library and or Town Hall. 

       Lot placing to maximize the lot, building on piers and use all of the space from the Cross Street 

Bridge and if one wanted to think even bigger all the way over to the building that the Indian Restaurant 

is in.  The goal is a functioning downtown that is high density where folks park and then can walk to 

whatever they need downtown.  

             

       Air space above the railroad tracks:  Boardwalk accessed from stairs on the east side of the Cross 

Street Bridge.  The Boardwalk would go all the way to the bridge between the Battelle building and the 



Barber shop.  This would connect downtown and make it so that folks do not have to walk all the way 

around if they want to walk from the Cross Street Bridge to the Green/PO/Bank etc.   

 

Park and Rides: Starting out by Foster Motors put in Park and Rides that are covered and secure with 

separate bike specific parking for overnight bike storage.  These structures would also be covered with 

solar panels, high speed internet access and cell phone boosters.   

     There should be Park and Rides and structures on Route 30 beyond the campus, on Route 125 

beyond the Campus, Weybridge St past the high density area, Route 7 out beyond Hendy’s North and 

then Washington St and or out near the Deer Farm and then Apple Orchards.   

     All sites should be serviced by ACTR electric buses on a regular schedule, more frequent around the 

start and end of the business day but also into the evening.   

 

Bike lanes:  Working with Regional Planning, MALT and the various bike associations there would be bike 

lanes to these Park and Rides that can be in right of ways that are not on the road.  We could also 

incorporate space for runners and walkers.  I worry about the students running on 125 going towards 

Cornwall and would like to have a place for them to run that is safe for riders and runners.   

     There would also be the need to put bike lanes on South Street all the way to the Hospital/East View 

and to choke down the boulevard effect that encourages speeding on that road.   Middlebury needs to 

be a walking and bike friendly place for better health and to encourage folks to put their businesses here 

while making plans for their lives in Middlebury.  It should also be a bike destination   

         

                              


